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1610, Champlain persuaded Iroquet to allow a French lad to spend
the winter with his tribe, to learn their language and become ac-
quainted with the country and its people; Laverdiére thinks this
boy was Etienne Brulé (see nofe 58, post). After the Iroquois ex-
pedition of 1615, Iroquet and his men, as well as the French, spent
the winter in the Huron country; and guarrels which then arose be-
tween the Iroquets and their hosts compelled Champlain reluctantly
to abandon a journey of exploration morthward from Lake Nipis-
sing, which he had long desired to undertake. He states that Iro-
quet lived about 8o leagues from the Grand Sault (Sault St. Louis);
Ferland (Cours d’ Histozre, vol. i., p. g1) says the tribe ‘‘ occupied,
southwest of the Ottawa, the interior of a triangular territory of
which Vaudreuil, Kingston, and Ottawa form the angles.”” Their
Huron name was Onontchataronons (Relation of 1646).

Charlevoix relates, in his HzsZozre de la Nouvelle France (Paris,
1744), vol. i., p. 228, that in August, 1642, two old men of the Iro-
quets told Maisonneuve, at Montreal, that ‘‘ their tribe formerly lived
on this island; that they were driven out by the Hurons; and that
they took refuge, some with the Abenakis, some among the Iroquois,
and some with the conquering Hurons.”” He also describes (Jour .
Hist., pp. 110, 111) a sanguinary conflict which had occurred, in
former times, between the Iroquets and the other Algonkin tribes,
in which the former were almost exterminated. This battle took
place near the mouth of the Becancourt River, a little below Three
Rivers. So many dead bodies remained in the stream and on its
banks, that it was called, even till Charlevoix’s time, ‘“‘la Riviere
Puante”’ (stinking river).

Sulte (Can. Francazs, vol. i., pp. 76—-83) thus epitomizes the suc-
cessive changes in tribal locations on the St. Lawrence: ‘‘ The Al-
gonquins dwelt along the Ottawa; the Iroquois, on the St. Lawrence.
About the year 1500, the Algonquins drove the Iroquois from the
shores of their river, and there established themselves. The Iro-
quois settled between Lake Champlain and Lake Ontario. Between
1500 and 1530, the Hurons (or some other Iroquois tribe) retook
Montreal from the Iroquets, an Algonquin tribe; and most of the
Iroquets passed into the ranks of the Iroquois by this conquest
[adopted by the conquerors, according to the custom prevalent
among most of the aboriginal tribes]. . . . In 1535, Jacques
Cartier visited, at Montreal, the Huron-Iroquois. . . . Towards
1560, the Algonquins massacred nearly all the Iroquet warriors at
the Riviére Puante, and the rest of this tribe returned to the Algon-
quins. Between 1560 and 1600, the Iroquois tribe of Agniers [Mo-
hawks] was the one chiefly at war with the Algonquins. From 1560
to 1600, the Algonquins gained the ascendency in every direction.



